
W O O D L A N D 
M O N T E S S O R I 

S C H O O L
Early childhood education for children ages 2-6



Montessori Philosophy
Montessori is a philosophy of education developed by Dr. 

Maria Montessori at the turn of the twentieth century. Dr. 
Montessori believed: 

“Our aim is not merely to make the child understand, 
and still less to force him to memorize, but so to touch 
his imagination as to enthuse him to his inmost core.”

Montessori philosophy differs from traditional school 
systems in three primary ways:

Th e fi rst is through the use of multi-aged classrooms. Th e 
young child looks to the older child for guidance both socially 
and in the academic arena. Th is in turn gives the older child a 
sense of responsibility and leadership.

A second philosophical principle involves the child’s 
development of abstract understanding from sequenced 
concrete experiences. Th e child gains a thorough understanding 
of introduced concepts.

Th e fi nal principle focuses on having an individualized 
program for each child. In the Montessori classroom, children 
are honored for who they are and where they are in their 
personal development.  Each child’s strengths are recognized 
and built upon.

“Within the child 
lies the fate of the future.”

—Maria Montessori



Our School
Woodland Montessori School is a Full Member of the American 

Montessori Society (AMS). Membership represents our dedication 
to the Montessori philosophy and commitment to maintaining a 
certifi ed teaching staff , fully equipped classroom environments, 
and AMS operational standards. This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 

We off er:
• Early Learner program – children ages 2-3
• Early Childhood program – children ages 3-6 (includes

Leadership Year [Kindergarten])
• Leadership Club – advanced activities for children in their

Leadership Year
• An engaging before- and aft er-school program for children 

needing extended care
• Montessori-credentialed lead teachers in each classroom
• A safe, secure environment
• Moral and ethical values – fostering respect for self and

others through community involvement
• High academic standards in an atmosphere that fosters

independent thinking, personal responsibility, freedom
of choice, self-esteem, love and respect

• Individualized instruction
• Integrated studies, including fi ne arts

Mission
Woodland Montessori School fosters the natural spirit of 

inquiry and thrill of discovery within each child by upholding 
the Montessori philosophy: learning is best achieved within 
a social atmosphere that supports each individual’s unique 
academic, physical and emotional development.

Goals
• To support an ongoing partnership between home and school 

within which independence, responsibility and self-esteem
are fostered.

• To support a dedicated, certifi ed staff  in teaching the whole
child in multi-age, family-like groupings, and a prepared
classroom environment.

• To nurture responsible citizens who are respectful of each
other and their environment, and who have the ability
and desire to fulfi ll lifetime educational and social goals as
members of their various communities

• To maintain the highest academic standards through a
structured, individualized curriculum.

• To maintain community buildings and playgrounds in a
manner that is orderly, safe, of good quality, enhances learning 
and refl ects our Montessori philosophy.



Early Learner
Th e Early Learner program introduces 

two- and three-year-old children to a 
Montessori environment.  Th e students 
enjoy a distinct classroom that centers 
learning around sensory experiences, 
language, coordination and muscle 
development, small manipulatives and 
sequencing. It includes large practical life 
and sensorial areas, as well as beginning 

phonics, mathematics and cultural materials.
Teachers help the young child adapt to a community 

environment by providing a warm and secure place to learn, 
communicate and grow emotionally and socially. 

Early Childhood
Our Early Childhood program 

is for children three through 
six years old.  Here, children’s 
independence, self-esteem and 
self-discipline are nurtured while they are introduced to the 
basics of academics. The combination of defined social 
structure and intellectual atmosphere is propelled by the 
unique ability of children this age to absorb their environment, 
language and culture.  

Children in the Early Childhood  program learn through 
the use of many manipulative classroom materials, as well 
as through teacher guidance. Th e teachers work with a child 
individually and in small groups on enticing activities, and 
then allow each child many repetitions to master them. 
Activities include beginning skills in reading, writing, language 
expression through drawing and writing, mathematics, 
geography, nature studies, science, practical living skills, social 
skills, art and music.

Th rough the use of carefully prepared materials and activities, 
plus communication with teachers and interaction with peers, 
children grow in personal independence, concentration, self-
motivation and a genuine love of learning.

Our Programs



Materials and activities are 
readily accessible to students. 
They enjoy f reedom of 
movement and the ability to 
choose their own purposeful 
activity, and are given the 
time necessary to complete 
what they start. Th ey are free 
to interact socially with their 
peers in the classroom, in conversation and in their play. By 
providing children with an atmosphere that fosters respect, 
curiosity and security, the Early Childhood environment gives 
children a solid base from which to begin their elementary years.

Leadership Year (Kindergarten)
Children who are five years old by September 10 of 

the school year are eligible for kindergarten, which we 
call the Leadership Year. This is the student’s final year in 
the Early Childhood program.  

Leadership students are essential to traditional multi-
age Montessori classroom environment. As the older children 
in class, they naturally assume the roles of leaders and mentors, 
gaining self-esteem and mastery of skills by aiding their 
younger peers.  Leadership Club students also meet weekly 
as a group to participate in enrichment programs that 
address specific social, academic, creative and physical 
education needs.  



Enrollment Procedure
Pre-Admission Application: Th e fi rst 

step is submitting a Pre-Admission 
Application. There is no financial 
obligation with this form; it merely 
communicates your interest, provides 
information to determine appropriate 
classroom placement, and enables us to 
contact you to schedule a tour.  

Tour the School:  Th e very best way to 
understand the Montessori philosophy 
of education is to come visit the school 
while we are in session. Tours must be 
scheduled in advance and usually run 30-
45 minutes.  We ask that your fi rst visit be 
without your child. He or she with have 
a special time to meet with the teacher 
before the fi rst day of school.

Enrollment Paperwork: Upon an off er of enrollment, complete 
the Enrollment Form and return it to the school offi  ce along with 
any fees due.  Immunization records are required prior to the 
child’s fi rst day. 

Financial Considerations:  In general, students are enrolled for a 
school year beginning in September. Tuition may be paid annually 
at a 3 percent discount or in 10 equal payments charged monthly 
(July, & Sept-May). Charges for before/aft er care, other additional 
services, fees or supplies are applied to family accounts monthly. 

A limited number of partial scholarships are available each 
year through the Woodland Montessori School Foundation. 
Applications are reviewed in the summer for the following 
school year.



Teacher Education
All of our lead teachers are 

certifi ed Montessori instructors. 
In addition to any other education 
a teacher may have completed, 
Montessori certification is a 
one- to two-year educational 
commitment. Teachers participate 
in more than 300 hours of in-class 
instructional time devoted to 
Montessori materials, curriculum 

and philosophy, as well as child development. Students also 
complete a full-year classroom internship.

The Montana Montessori Teacher Education Institute is 
our resident training center. MMTEI operates an American 
Montessori Society-affi  liated certifi cation program for Early 
Childhood (2 1/2 through 6), which is accredited by the 
Montessori Accreditation Council on Teacher Education. Th is 
program not only gives interested candidates the opportunity to 
study in Kalispell, but also enables our currently certifi ed teachers 
to leverage their experience to help develop new teachers.

Fundraising
Why do we need to raise funds when we pay tuition?  Funds 

raised above and beyond the school’s revenue from tuition 
allow purchases and upgrades that would not be covered by 
the annual budget. Th is enables the school to maintain high 
standards in the prepared environment. It keeps the area fresh, 
inviting and stimulating, therefore promoting a higher rate of 
learning. Our parents typically enjoy supporting things like new 
climbing equipment for the playground, books for the library and 
Montessori materials.

Monies raised above and beyond tuition revenue are also 
applied to the Woodland Montessori School Foundation’s 
scholarship funds. Fundraising provides a great opportunity for 
families who benefi t from scholarships to support the foundation 
in making them available.

As a side benefi t to raising money, the process of fundraising 
builds community. Hand-in-hand we work toward a common 
goal, all the while getting to know and care about one another. 
Fundraising is also a valuable way to contribute to the community 
service hours required of each family.  



Family Involvement
Family involvement is a core value of Montessori education.  

Woodland Montessori School provides a variety of opportunities 
for parents to partner with the school in the education of children. 
For example, we off er Positive Discipline courses that make 
communication and disciplinary practices consistent between 
home and school. Periodic evening informational presentations 
aid in understanding Montessori curriculum, educational 
transitions and other relevant educational topics. Semi-annual 
parent-teacher conferences allow teachers to share progress. Th ere 
are also opportunities to assist in student activities, including
outings, events and performances. Enjoyable social functions 
are also scheduled throughout the year to further support the 
building of our community.  

To ensure participation, families are asked to contribute a 
minimum 18 hours of community service per year. Of course, 
we encourage you to participate in as many events as possible!

“Teaching children effectively requires a close 
collaboration between parents and teachers. 
Research confirms a direct link between student 
success and parental involvement with the 
school. We need to understand one another, 
share knowledge and insights, and agree on 
goals.  That’s why we consider the concept of 
community–the community that surrounds and 

supports and secures your child–paramount.”
—A quote from Princeton Montessori School



5 Park Hill Road
Kalispell, Montana 59901

406-755-3824
woodland@mtmontessori.com

www.mtmontessori.com



Fee & Payment Schedule
  School Year 2021-2022

Immunization Records are required prior to a child’s fi rst day of attendance.

MONTHLY TUITION  
Ten monthly installments are due on July 1, 2021 and on the fi rst day of each month Sept. 2021 through May 2022. 

 10 Monthly Payments 
Half-Day Program 8:45 a.m.-12:25 p.m.

5 days per week $585
           with healthy home-style lunches        $605 
       4 days per week        $530
           with healthy home-style lunches        $550

3 days per week $460
           with Healthy Home-style Lunches         $475

Full-Day Program 8:45–3:00 p.m. Leadership Year (kindergarten) students must be age fi ve by September 10 and attend fi ve days 
per week, with full days no later than January 2022.

5 days per week    $795
with Healthy Home-style Lunches    $815

       4 days per week       $740
           with healthy home-style lunches        $760

3 days per week     $685
with Healthy Home-style Lunches    $700

Early Learners  Children ages 2 & 3.  Those younger than age 3 as of September 10 must start here. 
Half Day......................add $75/month
Full Day ......................add $100/month
All Day ........................add $125/month

Monthly Extended Childcare (for enrolled students) *Times are subject to change.*
 Morning 7:00-8:45 ..............................................................................$75/month
 Afternoon 3:00-5:45............................................................................$125/month
 Morning & Afternoon...........................................................................$180/month

(Children paying for after-care will not be charged a drop-in fee if they stay late on early dismissal days.)

Additional Fees
Annual Enrollment and Supply Fee.....................................................$130 for fi rst child, $104 for fi rst sibling, $88 for  

       each additional sibling
    The enrollment & supply fee is non-refundable.  
Deposit  ..............................................................................................$300 each student

  This one-time deposit is due upon enrollment and credited to your account on the May statement of the last year your child attends.
Leadership Year (kindergarten) Activity Fee.......................................$220/year

  This fee covers off -campus physical education activities and fi eld trips for Leadership Year students.
 Drop-In Fee.......................................................................................$8.35/hour (minimum charge is 1 hour).

This fee is applied to any attendance outside of your child’s confi rmed schedule.

DISCOUNTS & PAYMENT METHODS

• A $100 Sibling Discount will be given for each child enrolled at WMS. It will be credited on your May statement.

• In appreciation for those who pay the full-year tuition up front by cash or check, we off er a 3% discount.

• We accept Visa, MasterCard and Discover.

• If desired, arrangements can be made for monthly automatic withdrawals from a bank account, or monthly automatic credit card
charges (service charges apply). Auto-enrollment forms will be distributed with your enrollment packet in the summer.

• All families who enroll through the Nurturing Center will be charged the state child care rate for tuition.

• A limited number of fi nancial aid scholarships are available. Please visit our website for more information and indicate your interest on
the Enrollment form.
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